Media literacy, which has been rapidly developing in many European countries during the past decades, is still at its beginning in Croatia. It remains excluded from the formal education programmes. Meanwhile, there are various informal types of media education dedicated to information and media literacy, usually thanks to the efforts of non-governmental organisations (Labaš, 2015) . What kind of impact did Croatian Internet news portals have on media literacy, and what is their position on it and its place in the education system during the debate about the curricular reform, and were they encouraging debate with the interested public in this period? This paper aims to answer these questions by investigating the news portals' writings (Večernji list, Jutarnji list, Slobodna Dalmacija, Novi list, Glas Slavonije and 24 sata) in the time period between
Introduction
Media education that has been developing for decades in many European countries is still at its beginning in Croatia, and it still has not been included in the programmes of regular formal education in a satisfactory manner. At the same time, there are different informal kinds of media education and incentives for information and media literacy initiated by civil associations (Labaš, 2015) . Acquiring media literacy and equal participation in media education of children and young adults is supported by the fact that teachers use media in the classroom because it improves the quality of teaching, encourages creativity with children and teenagers, as well as critical thinking (Ciboci, Osmančević, 2015) . Out of 49 teachers who took part in research by Lana Ciboci and Leali Osmančević on media literacy, almost half of the respondents said that they did not have enough knowledge on media to teach about it and thought that media culture should not be part of the Croatian language classes. According to the National framework curriculum, media culture is taught as part of several subjects, which indicates that media education has not been recognized enough in Croatian schools. Neither is the cooperation between ministries adequate, nor is there an official body or council to deal with the field of media literacy (Car, Kanižaj, Kralj, 2014) .
Teachers find themselves not competent enough, yet 62% of the public have pointed out in 2013 that media education should be obligatory from a young age (Ipsos Puls, Association for Communication and Media Culture, 2013) , and only two years later in 2015, 90% of the respondents said that children and parents need to be constantly educated in the way media affects the development of children, while 60% have heard of the expression media literacy or media education (Communication Studies Department, University Department of Croatian Studies, 2015) .
Taking into account the fact that a large number of children and young adults live with the media because 80% of households have Internet access (Communication Studies Department, University Department of Croatian Studies, 2015) and that media literacy is the most important literacy of the 21 st century, it is justified to ask oneself if there is enough awareness of the importance of media and media literacy, if media literacy in Croatia is in a crisis, and what steps are to be taken to change this. Media is at the service of citizens, it influences them, and depending on the content, has positive and negative effects. What kind of effects did media cause, which stand did news portals take during the discussion on curricular reform and did they initiate discussion with the public? This paper will answer these questions by providing results to research on posts on news portals in the period from 1 January to 30 June 2016.
The subject of this research is the articles published on news portals and the way they informed the public on education, curricular reform and especially on the significance of media literacy in education. The aim is to research if the media has contributed to the understanding of the importance of curricular reform through reporting on the topic or if it managed to deform reality and manipulate the public. For the objectives of this paper, the following daily news portals have been researched: Večernji list, Jutarnji list, Slobodna
Dalmacija, Novi list, Glas Slavonije and 24 sata. The aim is to research the information value and quality of articles on media literacy and its meaning in the Croatian education system.
The Role of Media, Public Interest and Media Literacy
Due to today's "information flood" (Kunczik, 2014) , emerging especially from the Internet, the question arises whether media serve the public interest and if the need for media literacy is being placed in the centre of the communication sciences, together with journalism and media ethics. While on the one hand we are all aware of the fundamental role of media to inform us, form us, entertain us and improve culture, but also the emerging problem of journalism that it is constantly being torn when deciding "upon criteria for the importance of a certain event for the public and the assumed interest of the recipient, and the possible positive or negative effect of reporting or not reporting" (Kunczik, 2014, p. 33) , the state of media in Croatia depicts "the overwhelming sensationalism, low professional standards, and the advertisers set the trends and define the content through agencies in charge of placing propaganda in media" (Malović, 2014, p. 118) , which do not contribute to the rights of the public and the public interest. Moreover, according to Stjepan Malović "Croatian media reality is spun into a thick yarn of primitive media ownership, professionalism is not being respected, not even recognized any more, journalists lose independence and become obvious manipulators or hide under the umbrella of auto-censorship, and it is no surprise that statistics on public opinion confirm that people are losing trust in journalism and media. International reviews are no better either" (Malović, 2014, p. 122) .
Due to such a situation in the media, or one could say -due to the state of the opposite side, i.e. the recipients/the public -distrust and criticism against "increasingly present commercialization, trivialization and tabloidization of media content" is rapidly growing (Car, Matović, Turčilo, 2016, p (Maletić, 2014, pp. 142-143; Erjavec, Zgrabljić Rotar, 2000; Erjavec, 2005 technologies which -whether we want to admit it or not -influence everyday life, work, health, leisure time, and finally education, but also the understanding of the educational system itself. "Since declaring independence in 1991, little has been done in Croatia to define and develop media education policies", although according to many studies, "children and young people in Croatia are significantly exposed to media every day", as Igor Kanižaj and Viktorija Car warn us adding that "on the institutional level, in the Croatian education system, except for media culture, there is not a single official programme or lesson unit about media education", and therefore, claim that children and young adults in Croatia "within the existing education system have only partial access to media and media education (mostly through lessons on film culture and activities of the librarians) and only partially participate in creating media content (through school papers and magazines, school radio stations and journalism clubs)" (Kanižaj, Car, 2015, p. 23) . Therefore, the subject of this research -in the frame of the integrated curricular reform that should include changes in the field of media literacy -seems even more urgent and relevant.
Subject, Hypothesis and Research Objectives
As already mentioned in the introductory part, if we take into consideration the fact that a great number of children and young adults unquestionably live with the media every day because 80% of households have Internet access (Communication Studies Department, University Department for Croatian Studies, 2015) , and that media literacy is the most important literacy in the 21 st century, it is justified to ask oneself if there is enough awareness of the importance of media and media literacy, if media literacy in Croatia is in a crisis, and what steps are to be taken to change this. It was also pointed out that media are at the service of citizens, influences them, and, depending on the content, has positive and negative effects. What kind effects did media cause, which stand did news portals take during the discussion on curricular reform and did they initiate discussion with the public? This paper, by applying the content analysis method for the selected daily newspaper articles, will answer these questions by providing results on the research of posts on news portals in the period from 1 January to 30 June 2016.
The subject of this research is the articles published on news portals and the way they had 
The Results and Research Discussion
By applying the content analysis method for the selected daily newspaper articles, 349
articles were analysed in 182 days, in the period from 1 January to 30 June 2016. The most articles were published in the newspaper 24 sata (95), and the least articles (28) were published in Glas Slavonije and Slobodna Dalmacija (Table 1) . 
Portal f

sata 95
Jutarnji list 77
Večernji list 75
Novi list 46
Glas Slavonije 28
Slobodna Dalmacija 28
According to the number of visits to online editions of daily newspapers, the most visited portal was 24 sata, which also had the most articles, while the distribution among other portals and published articles was almost completely identical (Table 2) . Journalists wrote about the curricular reform, curricular documents, and public reactions using almost all journalist forms (Table 4) . Novelty, truthfulness, topicality, importance and curiosity are important elements of news, and in a report, the journalist informs readers on the content of the event as if they had attended it themselves. Pieces of writing up to 10 to 15 rows were defined as articles, everything else a report. The most used journalist forms are reports, a high 53% of them. Next are analyses where journalists wrote about the topic extensively, processed the causes and consequences of the curricular reform, and confronted opinions on the topic. The most analyses appeared in Jutarnji list, and the least in Slobodna Dalmacija. Also, this newspaper had the least news, which is the third most common form in daily newspapers. Altogether, there were 16.6% pieces of news, most of them in 24 sata. The most interviews, columns and comments were published in Jutarnji list. The curricular reform was a topic that attracted a lot of public attention, so it appeared in many popular sections and online editions of daily newspapers (Table 5 ). This is supported by the fact that 68.8% of articles were published in the Croatia section, followed by the News section with 24.5% of the articles. In Novi list a couple of articles were published under Taking into account a different number of articles per online edition of daily newspaper and analysing the authors of articles, we found that the most articles were written by an author (54.2%), followed by agency articles and editorial articles ( Regarding availability of the information sources, using the information sources, and informing on details of the curricular reform, the media relied on Boris Jokić, Head of the Expert group. That way they approached the articles and certain topics very lightly and unilaterally, to be precise, 70.2% of the articles were approached that way, while 28.8 % of them were elaborated in detail. Superficially and unilaterally handled articles can be distinguished on the basis of one information source used in 45.3% of the articles. The smallest difference between the in-depth and superficial articles was found in Glas Slavonije (15 superficial, 13 elaborated), while the biggest difference was found in 24 sata, which had also published the most articles on the curricular reform (10 in-depth, 95 superficial). Next was Slobodna Dalmacija with 7 in-depth and 21 superficial articles.
Authors of articles mostly used the function of informing the readers (Table 9) were inclined to adjust the text to highlight the opinion of their source of information. In 24 sata, most of the articles used the function of promotion, followed by informing and finally criticizing. Večernji list published most articles with the purpose of informing readers, then to promoting the issue and criticizing. In Jutarnji list, the dominant function was informing, and the least dominant was criticizing. Glas Slavonije equally informed about the issue and promoted it in its articles, and most articles expressed criticism. Novi list published the most articles with the function to inform, then promote and finally criticize. The articles in Slobodna Dalmacija mostly used the function to promote the issue, followed by criticize and only then to inform. While analysing the articles, we split topics into several categories (Table 10 ). Poor elaboration of articles using only one source of information is even more obvious due to topic choice.
For example, the topics such as the situation in education, reasons why Croatia needs the curricular reform or its outcomes were less explored. This topic was addressed by Jutarnji list in most cases. There is a similar situation with the financial infrastructure necessary for the curricular reform implementation: this topic was mostly covered by Jutarnji list. for the curricular documents, they were mostly criticised by the sources of information, who gave statements in the media. The most criticised curricular documents referred to
Croatian language classes (reading lists, omitted and new titles), History (not enough about the national history is taught in schools) and Biology (health education classes).
Only 10.6% of articles pointed out the reform objectives in a positive way and explained why it was necessary for the Croatian education system. This topic was equally interesting to journalists of 24 sata, Jutarnji and Večernji list. Under Other, we put biographies of the information sources, for example of Predrag Šustar and Boris Jokić. Authors of articles used only one source of information (45.3%), which added to the superficiality of their articles and the issue of taking sides in the aspect of the curricular reform (Table 11) .
Out of 158 articles, this was most common in 24 sata (46), followed by Večernji (42), and Novi list (25). As for using three or more sources (27.5%), this usually meant using three sources working group experts for certain subjects and other. According to the conducted analysis, when writing on the curricular reform, the media found themselves in quite a communication crisis. Since the information sources were not available on both sides equally, the media had to rely on Boris Jokić, while his main opponent -minister Predrag Šustar, was quiet and idle in the media (Table 12) . However, the fact is that the media gave preference to Jokić and promoted his ideas, even supported the demonstration organised in support of the curricular reform implementation on 1 June. 
Conclusion
This research was focused on analysing the articles in online editions of daily newspapers and the way the public was informed on education, curricular reform, and especially the meaning and place of media literacy in education. The results showed that there were many articles on the curricular reform in Croatian media, but they were not objective, especially due to the way the information sources were used in the reports, which was mostly superficial, and the headlines sensationalist. In conclusion, the media reports have not contributed to the understanding of the importance of the curricular reform, and they have not explained the role, significance and meaning of media literacy and the need to include it in the formal educational system. This conclusion is also drawn from the analysis of informational value and the quality of articles on media literacy, which was low. It should be pointed out that the main hypothesis on media not devoting enough attention to promoting media literacy in the Croatian education system has been confirmed, and especially at the time when they had an opportunity to do so, i.e. at the time of discussion on the implementation of the integrated curricular reform. 
